Two-stage repair for proximal hypospadias: a reappraisal.
Great advances have been made in surgery for the correction of hypospadias. Proximal hypospadias remains the greatest challenge, but, despite many innovations and much progress, surgery can fail. Many authorities have introduced single-stage techniques, which have the purported advantage of correcting the defect with minimal hospitalization and family inconvenience. However, the wider published experience with these approaches would suggest that the ideal single-stage procedure has yet to be devised. A substantial number of children undergoing a single-stage procedure will have to undergo further surgery. A small, but irreducible number of patients will be rendered hypospadias "cripples." A number of these children will be dissatisfied as adults because of cosmetic or functional deficiencies. A two-stage approach for correction of proximal hypospadias and severe chordee remains the most credible and reliable solution for many of these patients. Pediatric urologists should maintain familiarity with these techniques and continue to advocate them for a select group of patients.